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Vision Statement

Technology is inevitably a part of our society.  From cell phones to Internet, laptops to digital presentations, our world is changing constantly.  It is incredibly important for teachers to not only support these changes, but also learn and integrate this new technology into the classroom.  When students step outside the classroom and into the real world, it is apparent that they will not only have to know what this technology is, but also how to use it.  That is why we, as teachers, need to start inside the classroom and encourage students to explore these new opportunities.


We now live in a digital world and we need to embrace this fact.  As a teacher, I hope to engage, share and guide students to be life-long learners.  In doing so, I hope to incorporate technology and show students the capabilities they have when using technology.  Studies have shown that technology can improve student achievement.  In a recently published article, the author shows that technology helped improve grades and students’ self-esteems as well as engaged more students in the classroom (Honey 2005).


The International Society of Technology in Education recently revised new national technological standards for students, teachers, and administrators.  The ISTE states “Effective teachers model and apply the National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS•S) as they design, implement, and assess learning experiences to engage students and improve learning; enrich professional practice; and provide positive models for students, colleagues, and the community” (NETS).  I hope to be the effective teacher that they describe by implementing technological experiences in my classroom.  


Of course, there are pitfalls when integrating technology into education.  Below are a few that I have encountered:

· Minimum Funds to Support Technology:  Many school districts cannot afford to purchase technology for their district.  Because of the high expense, schools need to create a budget and carefully decide on the appropriate technology to meet their needs.  There are many grants online and through the community that teachers can apply for in order to help their school district.  Unfortunately, this is going to be a constant problem for many schools.

· Uneducated Teachers:  Technology is constantly changing and growing.  Many teachers feel an overwhelming amount of pressure to use technology; however, they are not quite sure how to integrate into their classrooms.  Many teachers are willing to learn; yet the school district cannot give any time or money to help.  Other teachers are resistant to technology and refuse to implement it into their classrooms.

· Using Technology for the Wrong Reasons: Some teachers are trying to use technology to teach for them, instead of being a means of assistance.  Using technology in the classroom should be meaningful and have a clear purpose.  Otherwise, it is a waste of valuable learning time.

· Too Time Consuming: Waiting for computers to warm-up, a video to upload and presentations to download all take time.  Because teaching time is so limited, waiting for technology can persuade teachers never to use it again.  Of course technology can be frustrating at times, it is important to realize the importance it has in our students’ lives.  It is worth the wait.

The problems listed above are just a handful of what administrators and teachers come face-to-face with every day.  The authors of Critical Issue: Using Technology to Improve Student Achievement state, “There may be expectations that technology will solve all the school's problems with student learning and achievement. To be effective, however, technology must be used to promote new learning goals and teaching strategies that are student-centered, collaborative, engaging, authentic, self-directed, and based on development of higher-order thinking skills” (Honey 2005).

I feel that the opportunities that technology can bring abundantly outweigh the downfalls that come with it.  As we learn new ways to use, implement and teach with technology, we will also discover new ways to reach more students and create life-long learners.  Technology is a great resource, if used appropriately, that is not only significant, but also vital for our students’ futures.

Current Usage of Technology

Over the past four years, I have tried to integrate different types of technology into my classroom.  I fortunately work in a district that supports technology and therefore I have a projector and document camera in my classroom that I use daily.  Our school also has eight laptop carts that teachers can checkout for the hour.  This has been a great resource for teachers when students are writing papers, creating presentations or using the Internet to do an activity or research.  
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Besides using a projector and document camera, I also have a Moodle website for my students to use.  Moodle, a Web 2.0 resource, provides a virtual learning environment for both teachers and students.  Teachers can download files, create quizzes and allow student discussion forums on this site.  To the right is a picture of my Moodle site.  Each student in my class can log in to my Moodle page and see the resources I downloaded.  This is a great way to keep students who are absent up to date on class work.  Students can check Moodle to see the homework for the day or any activities and notes they may have missed.
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I have recently started to integrate Geometer’s Sketchpad in my classroom as well.  Geometer’s Sketchpad is a software program that allows students to investigate different mathematical concepts, including shapes, graphs and diagrams.  In the article Building Better Instruction: How technology supports nine research-proven instructional strategies, the authors explain, “technology should be viewed as a tool, rather than an end in itself” (Brabec).  I could not agree with this statement more.  I believe that technology is not going to fix my students understandings.  Instead, it can help them better understand a certain topic by allowing students to work differently than before.  As an educator, I will be able to use Geometer’s Sketchpad as a resource to guide my students’ understandings.  

Being a math teacher, I am constantly online searching for new ways to implement mathematical technology into the classroom.  I have a classroom set of graphing calculators and we also recently purchased new textbooks that have online capabilities.  Students can access the textbook all online, as well as activities, worksheets and parent guides at www.keymath.com.  These online resources have been a great help with struggling students.  It also allows students to leave their textbooks at school and use the online edition instead.

I definitely try to implement technology as much as possible.  I am currently obtaining my Masters of Educational Technology from Michigan State University.  This experience has provided me a great opportunity to learn about new technologies and different ways to incorporate them into my classroom.  I look forward to what else I will learn through this program.
Plan for the Future


Although I feel like I have integrated many different technologies and Web 2.0 resources into my classroom, I am far from finished.  New technologies are being created each and every day and it is important to keep learning.  Therefore, I plan to continue learning and teaching my students using different technology.


As I move forward with my students, I hope to focus on technology that will support their learning and engage them in discussion.  Therefore, I hope to learn about new technologies that will guide and scaffold my students and present a meaningful way to learn.  More specifically, I hope learn new Web 2.0 to use in my classroom.  It is so important for students to be exposed to many different types of technology as the jobs in their future will most likely deal with implementing technology.  Below is a clear timeline of how I hope to learn and use technology over the next two years.  

	Date:
	Description:

	November 2009 – May 2010
	· Complete graduate class CEP 812 and continue graduate classes at Michigan State University

· Continue implementing Geometer’s Sketchpad and Moodle 

· Incorporate a blog into my math classroom and encourage student discussion

· Write a grant for an interactive whiteboard for my classroom

	June 2010 – August 2010
	· Continue graduate classes at Michigan State University
· Attend professional development with my colleagues to learn new strategies to use technology in a math classroom

	September 2010 – May 2011
	· Continue graduate classes at Michigan State University

· Incorporate the interactive whiteboard into my classroom

· Use more advanced features of Moodle

· Create more blogs and discussion forums for the students to explore and learn

	June 2011 – August 2011
	· Graduate from MSU with a Masters in Educational Technology

	September 2011 – December 2011
	· Revise my methods of blog integration

· Continue to use various technologies in my classroom, such as WebQuests, laptops, Internet research, and United Streaming



It is imperative that as a teacher, I continue learning along with my students.  Although this is my outline for the next few years, I am certain that more will be added along the way as I learn and incorporate different technologies into my classroom.
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